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	TRIP INFORMATION AND HISTORY

TROOP 77 - BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

OAK GROVE UMC, DECATUR, GEORGIA
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	Sandrock Alabama Rock Climbing with Desoto Base Camp
	

	

	TRIP

	LOCATION
	Sand Rock, AL (Rock Climbing) and Fort Payne, AL (Desoto State Park)

	DATE(S):
	April 16,17 2010

	DURATION (days/nights):
	1 Night

	OVERNIGHTS/ACCOMODATIONS:
	Primitive campsites, privies only, and access to water.  Camping in a private field.

	LOCAL WEATHER CONDITIONS:
	See Weather Channel

	AGE REQUIREMENTS::
	None, but we limited to 7th grade or higher to limit to 15 Scouts.

	NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS:
	15 was chosen as a “good” number.  Didn’t want more Scouts with idle time.

	SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS/FORMS:
	Follow BSA climb-on safely policy.

	SUMMARY/ACTIVITIES:
	


	TRAVEL

	MODE:
	We took the bus, and 1 vehicle.

	DISTANCE:
	280 miles round trip.

	DURATION:
	3 hrs each way with ½ hr each way for lunch and bus re-fuel.

	DIRECTIONS:
	See Google Maps


	MEALS

	TRIP TO [quantity]:
	See Activity Form

	DURING/at LOCATION [quantity]:
	

	TRIP HOME [quantity]:
	


	MERIT BADGE/ADVANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

	· Climbing at Sandrock.  Base camp at Desoto offered tons of rank advancement for 1st class and below.   


	CONTACT INFORMATION

	ORGANIZATION:
	See Activity Sheet

	ADDRESS:
	

	CONTACT PERSON:
	

	PHONE NUMBER(S):
	

	WEB SITE:
	

	EMAIL:
	

	LEAD TIME / DEADLINES:
	

	HOURS OF OPERATION:
	

	COSTS:
	

	METHOD OF PAYMENT(S):
	

	NOTES:
	

	

	ORGANIZATION:
	

	ADDRESS:
	

	CONTACT PERSON:
	

	PHONE NUMBER(S):
	

	WEB SITE:
	

	EMAIL:
	

	LEAD TIME / DEADLINES:
	

	HOURS OF OPERATION:
	

	COSTS:
	

	METHOD OF PAYMENT(S):
	

	NOTES:
	

	

	ORGANIZATION:
	

	ADDRESS:
	

	CONTACT PERSON:
	

	PHONE NUMBER(S):
	

	WEB SITE:
	

	EMAIL:
	

	LEAD TIME / DEADLINES:
	

	HOURS OF OPERATION:
	

	COSTS:
	

	METHOD OF PAYMENT(S):
	

	NOTES:
	


	THORNS & ROSES

	Totally awesome Rock Climbing experience.  Started the day with “beginner” routes on 20 ft rock faces, then after lunch upgrades to advanced climbs of 45’ and greater with very difficult routes only the most experienced Scouts could handle.   Tons of caves and boulders at the base of the rock climbing area was a challenge to keep track of all the Scouts who would quickly go exploring.    A bigger group of Scouts would have been a touch challenge to keep track of everyone.  Buddy system was a must and occasional head-count to find all Scouts.   
Desot State Park was used as base camp, they had a primitive camping area that could handle 50-75 people.  No showers, just privies and water spigot.    Need to take tables for cooking.    The pavilion, reserved in case of bad weather was 200’ away from group campsite and had a fireplace and 4 picnic tables, but was not close enough to use for meals.  It was a good back-up plan in case of bad weather.  Cost for it was $15 to reserve.    Price per person for Desoto was $1 per person per night.      Another idea for future trips is to look at Comer BSA camp which is 3 miles from Desoto.  Sandrock to Desoto driving took 45 minutues, we stopped for dinner for fast food on the way.  


